I NTRO D U C TIO N
A young Chinese doctor from a small British colony gaining fame for his role in ending a pneumonic plague in faraway north-east China is indeed a remarkable story. Wu Lien-teh , although standing at only 5 feet 2 inches, short even by Chinese standards, towered over many of his contemporaries because of his dedicated medical work. He was also prominent in the advancement of social and cultural causes. In particular, he campaigned against the opium trade, which had caused irreparable harm to health in China and Southeast Asia.
Beyond his battle against the pneumonic plague in soldiers to monitor the movements of the population, especially on railways, where a large number of terror-stricken people were trying to leave the city; 600 police were also mobilised to assist in the door-to-door search for those who were affected.
BACKG RO U N D O F WU
Russian authorities loaned 120 freight cars to house those who had contracted the disease. Despite this rescue effort, the mortality rate continued to rise. All who contracted the disease eventually died, and Fuchiatien lost a quarter of its population. (13) In late January 1911, Wu was horrified to discover over 2,000 unburied bodies. It was midwinter and the ground was frozen solid, but Wu feared that when spring brought warmer weather, the dead bodies could pose a serious public health risk. Rats rummaging among the bodies could also spread the infection. 
Wu noted that traditional Chinese medicine practitioners were resistant to the modernisation of China's health service.
Trained in western medicine, Wu had regarded traditional
Chinese medicine to be only of historical and cultural value.
Nevertheless, he was always attentive to local sensitivities, urging that the study of medicine in China should embrace both the traditional healing system and modern medicine.
TH E LEG ACY O F WU
In 1937 
One of Wu's lasting legacies was his research work, which he was able to leave behind for other researchers to build upon. 
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